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December 2, 2025 
 
 
Francisco Aguirre 
7458 SE 182nd Avenue 
Gresham, OR, 97080 
francisco@oreognviva.org 
 
Dear Mr. Aguirre,  
 
I have reviewed your pardon application and supporting documents submitted to my office for 
consideration. They tell a story of extraordinary resilience, courage, and unwavering 
commitment to service. 
 
It is evident that you have devoted your life to justice and touched many through your work over 
the last three decades. A founder of three critical organizations, fighting for issues like wage 
theft, worker protections and rights – Workers' Organizing Committee, Voz Workers' Rights 
Education Project, and the VIVA Inclusive Migrant Network – you not only lead with values, 
but with ingenuity. 
 
Your commitment to serving others does not end there. From your work with Homeboy 
Industries to give young people hope and alternatives to gang involvement, to leading Spanish-
language services at Augustana Lutheran Church and studying to become a Lutheran minister, 
your service to others demonstrates your unwavering compassion for your neighbor and your 
willingness to put in the work to improve your community.  
 
I have carefully considered the circumstances surrounding your 1999 conviction. I understand 
that this conviction resulted from a fundamental misunderstanding of a no-contest plea during a 
time when there was little accommodation for non-English speakers. This conviction has 
affected your life for more than 25 years, and over that time you have chosen to give back at 
every opportunity.  
 
The Multnomah County District Attorney supports your application for clemency and believes 
your original conviction no longer advances the interest of justice. I agree. Therefore, in my sole 
discretion under the Oregon Constitution, I hereby sign and grant you the attached unconditional 
pardon for your 1999 conviction. 
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I wish you the best and encourage your continued efforts to play a vital role in building the 
Oregon we all envision. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
        
 
 
Governor Tina Kotek     District Attorney Nathan Vasquez 
 
 
cc: Misha Isaak, Stoel Rives LLP 
 Nick Bottcher, Stoel Rives LLP 
 Rev. W.J. Mark Knutson 
 Pastor J.W. Matt Hennessee 
 


